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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 

TO THE READERS OF HAMILTON EAST SCHOOL’S FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2021 

 
 
The Auditor-General is the auditor of Hamilton School East (the School). The Auditor-General has 
appointed me, Kurt Sherlock, using the staff and resources of Crowe New Zealand Audit Partnership, 
to carry out the audit of the financial statements of the School on his behalf. 
 
 
Opinion 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the School on pages 2 to 17, that comprise the statement 
of financial position as at 31 December 2021, the statement of comprehensive revenue and expense, 
statement of changes in net assets/equity and statement of cash flows for the year ended on that date, 
and the notes to the financial statements that include accounting policies and other explanatory 
information. 
 
In our opinion the financial statements of the School:  
 

• present fairly, in all material respects: 
  
o its financial position as at 31 December 2021; and 
 
o its financial performance and cash flows for the year then ended; and 

 

• comply with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand in accordance with Public 
Sector – Public Benefit Entity Standards, Reduced Disclosure Regime. 

 
Our audit was completed on 15 August 2022. This is the date at which our opinion is expressed. 
 
The basis for our opinion is explained below. In addition, we outline the responsibilities of the Board 
and our responsibilities relating to the financial statements, we comment on other information, and we 
explain our independence. 
 
 
Basis for our opinion 
 
We carried out our audit in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, which 
incorporate the Professional and Ethical Standards and the International Standards on Auditing (New 
Zealand) issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board. Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further described in the Responsibilities of the auditor section of our report. 
 
We have fulfilled our responsibilities in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our opinion. 
 
  



 

Responsibilities of the Board for the financial statements  
 
The Board is responsible on behalf of the School for preparing financial statements that are fairly 
presented and that comply with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand.  
 
The Board is responsible for such internal control as it determines is necessary to enable it to prepare 
financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  
 
In preparing the financial statements, the Board is responsible on behalf of the School for assessing 
the School’s ability to continue as a going concern. The Board is also responsible for disclosing, as 
applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting, unless 
there is an intention to close or merge the School, or there is no realistic alternative but to do so. 
 
The Board’s responsibilities, in terms of the requirements of the Education and Training Act 2020, arise 
from section 87 of the Education Act 1989. 
 
 
Responsibilities of the auditor for the audit of the financial statements  
 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements, as a whole, 
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that 
includes our opinion.  
 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit carried out in 
accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement 
when it exists. Misstatements are differences or omissions of amounts or disclosures, and can arise 
from fraud or error. Misstatements are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could 
reasonably be expected to influence the decisions of readers taken on the basis of these financial 
statements. 
 
For the budget information reported in the financial statements, our procedures were limited to checking 
that the information agreed to the School’s approved budget. 
 
We did not evaluate the security and controls over the electronic publication of the financial statements.  
 
As part of an audit in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, we exercise 
professional judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. Also: 
 

• We identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether 
due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain 
audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of 
not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from 
error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the 
override of internal control. 

 

• We obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the School’s internal control. 

 

• We evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the Board. 

 

• We conclude on the appropriateness of the use of the going concern basis of accounting by the 
Board and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related 
to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the School’s ability to continue as a 
going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw 
attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such 
disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit 
evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions 
may cause the School to cease to continue as a going concern. 



 

 

• We evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, 
including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying 
transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 

• We assess the risk of material misstatement arising from the school payroll system, which may 
still contain errors. As a result, we carried out procedures to minimise the risk of material errors 
arising from the system that, in our judgement, would likely influence readers’ overall 
understanding of the financial statements. 

 
We communicate with the Board regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the 
audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we 
identify during our audit.  
 
Our responsibilities arises from the Public Audit Act 2001. 
 
 
Other information 
 
The Board is responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the Analysis of 
Variance Reporting and Kiwisport Statement, but does not include the financial statements, and our 
auditor’s report thereon. 
 
Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not express 
any form of audit opinion or assurance conclusion thereon. 
 
In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other 
information. In doing so, we consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the 
financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially 
misstated. If, based on our work, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other 
information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard. 
 
 
Independence 
 
We are independent of the School in accordance with the independence requirements of the Auditor-
General’s Auditing Standards, which incorporate the independence requirements of Professional and 
Ethical Standard 1 International Code of Ethics for Assurance Practitioners issued by the New Zealand 
Auditing and Assurance Standards Board. 
 
Other than the audit, we have no relationship with or interests in the School. 
 
 
 
 
 
Kurt Sherlock 
Crowe New Zealand Audit Partnership 
On behalf of the Auditor-General 
Auckland, New Zealand 
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Analysis reporting 

Analysis of Variance Reporting  

School Name:  Hamilton East School Number:  1731 
 
Strategic Aim: 
 
 

Students are engaged as lifelong learners and  encouraged to reach their highest potential  

Annual Aim:  
 1.3 Embed programmes that recognise and  respond to the needs of learners.  

Targets:  
 
 

Literacy  
Literacy Achievement  
Writing 
  30% of students, who are currently tracking below level, will have been accelerated to be writing at the expected achievement level.  
Our Writing Target Group ….By the end of 2021, from our group of 176 students,.  
58  students, who are currently tracking below level, will have been accelerated to be writing at the expected achievement level. 20 of these will be Maori students, 3 
of these Pasifika students, 20 of these NZ European students and 15 ELL.  
Spelling: Target Group: 60 Year 4-6 
 Sub Target 
To raise the 32 tamariki that are a year below their chronological age, to be spelling at their chronological age, and the 28 who are well below, to one year below. 
 
Reading 
Target group   Y2 30 students  : 50% students  will be reading at orange by the end of Year 2. 
 

Baseline Data:  
 
 
 

 
Writing 
176 students,.  
58  students, who are currently tracking below level, will have been accelerated to be writing at the expected achievement level. 20 of these will be Maori students, 3 
of these Pasifika students, 20 of these NZ European students and 15 ELL.  
32 tamariki that are a year below their chronological age 
 
Reading 
 This is accelerated growth, and will not put them at level, but very close to it. 
Year 2 reading levels so 60 % of Year 2’s who have been with us for the whole year, will be reading at the expected level. 
 This compares with 48% at level and a 35% gain across the 2020 year 2 cohort. 
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Actions 
What did we do? 

Outcomes  
What happened? 

Reasons for the variance  
Why did it happen? 

Evaluation  
Where to 
next? 

 
 

Year 1/2 
Reading Recovery 

LA phonics Yolanda individual/group 
lessons  

Whole class phonics Yolanda lessons 

 

Year 3/4 
LA phonics Yolanda individual lessons 
LA Repeated Reading groups (up to 
orange readers ) 

Cathy/Madeleine SMART - Individual 
strategies (after orange) 
MSL - Groups - Teacher Mary Frewen 
(Multi-sensory structured literacy) 

STEPS - individual online - dyslexic 
tendencies 
Reading Programs with Structured Literacy 
elements PLD - Ann Beckitt RTLit 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Interrupted  by Covid Lockdowns 
When students returned we focussed on Hauora 
not assessment. 
 Attempted updates of  levels in Feb March 2022 . 
This has once again been disrupted. 
 No further data available except for YR ½ 
learners who are the target group for 2022. 
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Tātaritanga raraunga 
Actions 
What did we do? 

Outcomes  
What happened? 

Reasons for the variance  
Why did it happen? 

Evaluation  
Where to 
next? 

 
 

Year 5/6 

LA phonics Yolanda individual lessons 

MSL - Mary Frewen - Individuals  
with dyslexic tendencies 

STEPS - individual online - dyslexic 
tendencies 

Cathy Baine  Literacy Specialist supporting 
class programme development 
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Tātaritanga raraunga 

Planning for next year:  

Continue Reading Recovery Programme  and additional Teaching time for students affected by Covid . 
 Employ  MSL teacher for students not achieving /Progressing. 
 Total of 1.6 FTTE for students affected by Covid Interruptions  
Continue Literacy Team 
 
Provide a description of the actions the board will take to address any targets that were not achieved. This may involve including aims and targets in next year’s charter to 
address the variance. 
Strategic Aim: 
 
 

Students are engaged as lifelong learners and  encouraged to reach their highest potential 

Annual Aim:  
 1.3 Embed programmes that recognise and respond to the needs of learners. 

Target:  
 
 

2021 Targets:
Science 
  
100% of students interviewed say they learn science at least once a week. 

Baseline Data:  
 
 
 

(Term 4 2020 )   97% of students interviewed say they learn science at school.  93% of students interviewed 
say they learn science at least once a term. 
50% of students interviewed say they learn science at least once a week ) 
20219aseline 
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Tātaritanga raraunga 
Actions 
What did we do? 

Outcomes  
What happened? 

Reasons for the variance  
Why did it happen? 

Evaluation  
Where to 
next? 

Regular PL, engaging teachers in 
modelled examples of teaching 
science in the classroom, targeting 
NoS and capabilities curriculum 
knowledge and integrated activities. 

Continued to meet with the science 
team who are available across the 
school, and provide insight into 
teachers’ needs school wide. 
Provided a unit plan for T2 Sound 
science, purchased resources to support 
this unit, and encouraged integrated 
unit school-wide for T3, which has been 
picked up and led by the Senior 
Leadership Team. 
Provided resources for NoS and 
Capabilities and moved physical 
resources and science area to be 
physically more accessible and attractive 
and separate from other resource room. 
Promoted House of Science during PL 
and pushed it for 100% uptake 
Followed school Science Curriculum that 
was developed in 2020. 
Used science release time to: gather 
data about science progress at HES 
create unit plans,  and develop PL 
sessions. 

 
100% of students interviewed say they learn 
science at least once a week. 
TARGET MET  
  
Full Report 
IMPACT OF SCIENCE DEVELOPMENT 
ON STUDENTS’ ENGAGEMENT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT IN SCIENCE available 
on request . 

 
Regular robust science PL has been highly 
effective for increasing teacher knowledge 
and confidence in science teaching 
Teachers are accessing resources regularly 
House of  Science boxes were being used 
every week by end of 2021 
Teachers’ confidence and regularity of 
teaching science through Nature of Science 
has increased. 
Students throughout the school are learning 
science through the capabilities regularly. 
Students throughout the school are able to 
use the language of the NoS and the 
capabilities in daily contexts within and 
beyond the classroom. 
Reasons for variance: 
Our methods for gathering data included 
interviewing students across the school. 
acknowledge this in their interviews. 
 

While 
Science  
will not 
be a 
formal 
target it 
will be 
prioritised 
through 
planning 
and 
teaching  
in 2022.. 
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Tātaritanga raraunga 
Actions 
What did we do? 

Outcomes  
What happened? 

Reasons for the variance  
Why did it happen? 

Evaluation  
Where to 
next? 

 

Edie/Georgia Te Ao Māori/Science 
webinar attended (Science learning 
hub). 

Edie/Georgia Te Ao Māori/Science PL 
from Education Perfect attended.  

 

Pla 
Planning for next year:  

 
Continue with staff PL. with a focus on explicit reference to science when teaching.  
 
Use NZCER ‘Thinking like a scientist’ assessment tool for measuring science achievement. 

Model and teach through PL how to explicitly plan for science in other curriculum areas. 

 
: 
 




