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Welcome to Room 11’s trip down memory lane and into the unknown…

We have been exploring how the school environment has changed over 

the last 150 years, and how it could change in the next 150 years.

We asked: what has stayed the same, and what has changed?

We talked about what school was like in the past, then chose photos 

to show the similarities and differences.

2022 photos and words by Room 11



Tū Tangata! Tū Māia!
Stand tall, Reach High



This is the crossing in front of the school. You can see the school sign 

and logo has changed and there are lots more plants and bushes. We 

also have road patrollers now.

Past Present



This is in front of room 4, it still looks really similar except for the front gate, but 

we look really different, we think they are wearing school uniform, but we don’t.

The trees on dawson, which has just been renamed Te Wehenga look like they have 

really grown, but we think maybe new ones were planted.

Past Present



Past Present

Our front entrance and office, it looks much smarter now, with our 

school logo, different shaped fence and without the overhanging tree.



Behind room 4, this hasn’t changed much from the 1940’s to the 2020’s, around 80 years, but the people dress 

very differently, and you can see some of us are wearing masks today!

The children here are lining up for lunch, which must have been provided by the school. We bring our own 

lunches today, we think it would be a good idea if all schools got lunches. 

In our photo there is a lot of lost property, we wondered if they had lost property in the olden days…

Past Present



This is the Kauri tree outside the office, the original photo is of two students 

planting the kauri tree with the principal watching on. The most noticeable 

difference is the size of the tree now! Also the bush in the background has 

been pruned.

2022

Past Present



:This photo is on top of the hill facing down to the hall. The hall roof 

now has solar panels to heat the pool, there is now a shade sail, and a 

roof over the door way. The fence and hedge is gone too. We chose this 

photo because we love to do kapa haka here 

Past Present



PresentPast

This photo is of the courts, when they were first made and now. There have been 

different playgrounds put in since the area was first made, You can still see the 

house in the background



This is the top courts facing the junior block. The trees have grown so 

much and the playground has been updated, but there are still the court 

lines painted and you can see the sandpit in  the background.

Past Present



Here on the left is the original photo, and then on the right is a 

remake of the original. The biggest difference is that the buildings have 

moved…in the old photo it looks like Room 5 at the top right but rooms 

1,2 and 3 next to it…We worked out room 5 must have been moved. We 

still like reading!!

Past Present



PresentPast

This photo is of Room 7 (when it was being built) with Room 5 on the right and the 

library and room 12 in the background.  Today Room 7 is about to be removed to 

make space for some new classrooms! But the rest is very similar



PresentPast

Looking up from by the pool, the fence has changed, there is no longer 

a hedge like that, we now have a sun shade and the trees are much 

bigger.



This photo is the wall of the changing room, the painting has now been 

covered. The bricks have  stayed the same. We chose this photo because 

the painting is cool. Maybe it should be painted again…?

T

Past Present



:This photo shows how the pool walls used to be painted and how it looks 

now. Some of us think the ducks should be repainted, the rest of us 

prefer the fish painting. What do you think?

Past Present



Past Present

This is taken outside the hall looking up over the pool. We 

noticed some of the trees have gone and a whole building has 

disappeared. Also we think it used to be a play area with grass.



Past Present

This photo was titled ‘Reading corner’. We had to guess where it was 

because we couldn’t figure it out. We thought the seating looked good 

and it looked a nice place to read.



This is the nature trail, we really like the nature trail, it’s so nice. 

There are a few different trees  with steps and slopes, but its 

relatively the same. One difference it is now called Te ara o Te Ngahere.

      

Past Present



This is the corner of Putikitiki field, which used to be called Bottom Flat. 

the house is now a different colour and a different style, and the fence is 

different. The trees have changed. we still skip and people still play here.

Past Present



This is by the playground on Putikitiki field, there are lots more trees 

now, you can see how big the trees have got compared to the wooden 

climbing frame. You can’t see the house now,  On sports day and whanau 

sports we still play tug of war.

Past Present



Levi has a special interest 

in te ara o te ngahere, 

formerly known as ‘the 

nature trail’. 

He researched its history 

and how enviro agent 

groups have helped develop 

it, and he made this 

fantastic documentary. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsqphjDvkqk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsqphjDvkqk


Looking to the future…

Next Room 11 imagined what the school environment 

might look like in 150 years time, they designed future 

schools and presented them either digitally, as a 

drawing or as a model.

next stop 2172…



Max and Lucian’s ideas



Riley’s ideas about how 

future schools will 

work



Isabel’s design 

of a future 

school



Zoe’s model of a future school



Kiera’s model of a future school



Kiera’s future 

school explained



The green bit is a scanner to make 

sure kids are doing their  work

And the white thing in the corner is 

a speaker in case there is an 

emergency.

And the stairs lead upstairs.  

Edward

There is a flying plane/bus 

it’s parking in Hamilton east 

school,and there is Hamilton 

East school right there, and 

there is a road .          

Fareed

Future bus and future 

classroom ideas by

Mujtaba



Naomi imagined a future school 

made of gingerbread

This is my solar magnet bus. 

two magnets push off each 

other, it seems like it's 

levitating

Opal

This is how Kaiora 

imagines the future 

classroom will look



This is my future classroom, I 

want to call it the flower dome 

because it's the shape of a 

flower. each little room is its 

own education. there is a 

cooking room, a reading room, a 

art room, a teachers office, a 

engineering room, a science 

room, a writing room, and a 

math room. Blake   a 

This is my future school bus. It is a 

mountain gorilla plus a school bus. 

They use them to travel across the 

heavy terrain and mountains and it 

runs on bananas.

Alex

This is Corleen’s design of 

what a future school 

would look like.



Thank you for coming on a trip through time with us to celebrate 150 years of 

Hamilton East School. 
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